CEREMONIAL  LIFE                       161

reverence before the Fire. But it is only a convenience, and
the child's home is more often the scene. A bath (nan) is the
natural preliminary, from which the parents and friends repair
with the priest or priests and the child to the place of the
ceremony. A new set of clothes, as well as a new sitdrah and
kusti, are set before the priest. There is at least one lamp,
burning ghee, and fire on a censer with sandalwood and
frankincense. The former, like the trayful of symbolic gifts
of good luck given to the child afterwards, is an accessory due
to the Indian environment.

The fact that the sacred girdle is as conspicuous in Hinduism
and Buddhism as in Parsi religion suggests that it is an
institution of Indo-Iranian antiquity. Its Avestan name is
aitviyaonghana, from j'd/i, ' to girdJ. The regulations for its
manufacture, which is a prerogative of women of priestly
family, are very minute, and every detail is a most excellent
mystery, into which we will not attempt to enter. Thus its
seventy-two threads of lamb's wool represent the seventy-two
Has of the Yasna.

The hollow of the thread symbolizes the space between the earth and
the heaven, between this world and the next. The doubling or the
twisting of the thread in the beginning symbolizes the connexion
between the present corporeal world and the future spiritual world.
The two worlds are so connected that what you will sow in this world
you will reap in the other. The turning of the kusti inside out has
a somewhat similar signification. It symbolizes the passage of the soul
from this corporeal to that spiritual world.1

This will serve as a fair sample of the ingenuities with which
the mediaeval Parsi Fathers busied their brains. How far they
are present to the modern Parsi as he winds and unwinds his
kusti several times a day is beyond our power to say.

Before investiture the priest recites the Patet, and the child
says it also if he knows it: if not, he repeats the Honover
several times. Then both of them stand up, and the priest
bids the child repeat a creed as follows : it must be observed

1 Modi, op. cit., p. 14.
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